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Joshua:
Courage to Step Into the

Unknown
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Courage isn’t the absence of fear—it’s the decision to move forward in fa‘y
even when everything feels uncertain. The book of Joshua begins with afpeople o

\

on the edge of a promise. The wilderness is behind them, but the unknown \

stretches wide before them. They are called to cross rivers, face giants, and
claim the inheritance God prepared for them. And at the center of itall stands
Joshua—a man chosen by God to lead with boldness, obedience, and unwavering
trust.

Joshua’s story speaks directly to the places in our lives where we feel hesitant,
unsure, or afraid. Whether God is calling you into a new season, asking you to
take a step of faith, or challenging you to rise in leadership, the journey always
begins with trust. And trust grows as we remember who goes before us. “Be
strong and courageous,” God told Joshua. Not because he was qualified, but
because God promised to be with him every step of the way.

This study is an invitation to step into the unknown with courage—not because
you have all the answers, but because you serve the One who does. Over the
next seven lessons, we'll explore what it means to prepare your heart, move
when God says move, and trust Him even when His ways don’t make sense.

You'll discover that courage isn’t just for heroes in the Bible—it’s for you. And
the God who was faithful to Joshua is the same God who walks with you today.

en when the world rejects you.
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Lesson 1: Be Strong and Courageous—Trusting God's Promise %?

After the death of Moses, Joshua stood on the edge of a monumental transition. The
responsibility of leading the Israelites into the Promised Land now rested on his shoulders.
Fear and uncertainty surely lingered in the air—but God's words to Joshua were direct and
clear: “Be strong and courageous... for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you
go.” The strength Joshua needed wasn’t rooted in strategy or self-confidence. It was
grounded in the unshakable presence and promise of God.

Deuteronomy 31:6 echoes this assurance, reminding us that we don’t face new seasons or
daunting tasks alone. God’s presence is not limited to church buildings or quiet moments—
it goes with us into boardrooms, hospital rooms, parenting challenges, and every unknown
path. He doesn’t say, “Be strong because you have it all figured out.” He says, “Do not be
afraid... I will never leave you nor forsake you.” That promise still stands for you today.

Isaiah 41:10 adds another layer of comfort: “Do not fear, for I am with you.. I will
strengthen you and help you.” The courage we need for the journey ahead comes from
knowing who walks beside us. Whether you're stepping into a new role, making a difficult
decision, or facing a fear you've carried for years, God's presence gives you the strength to
move forward. Courage doesn’t always roar—it sometimes whispers, “I will take one more
step, because God is with me.”

Scripture Readings

e Joshua1:1-9
e Deuteronomy 31:6
o Isaiah 41:10

Reflection Questions

How do God's promises in these verses shift your perspective on what lies ahead?

is with you?
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A{?\

Lesson 2: Preparing Our Hearts—Consecration Before Movement @

Before the Israelites crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land, Joshua gave them a
clear command: “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things
among you.” God was about to lead them into new territory, but first, He called them to set
themselves apart, to prepare their hearts, and to make space for His presence to lead. This
wasn’t a military strategy—it was a spiritual one. Big moments with God are often

preceded by quiet, unseen moments of surrender.

Consecration means to be made holy, to be dedicated fully to God. It's not about perfection
—it’s about posture. Psalm 139 invites us into that posture when David says, “Search me,
God, and know my heart... lead me in the way everlasting.” Before we move, act, or lead,
God calls us to pause. To let Him search our motives, renew our minds, and purify our
hearts. It’s in this quiet space of surrender that courage begins to take root—not as hype,
but as holy confidence anchored in His presence.

James 4:8 reminds us to “draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” When we take
time to seek Him, He meets us there. So often we want direction without intimacy, results
without relationship. But God is more interested in shaping who we are than where we go.
The strength to step into the unknown begins in consecration—when we invite Him to
prepare our hearts, strip away distractions, and lead us forward with clarity and

conviction.

Scripture Readings

e Joshua 3:1-5
o Psalm 139:23-24
e James 4:8

Reflection Questions

Are you rushing into action without first inviting God to prepare your heart?
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Lesson 3: Stepping Into the Waters—Faith in Action @

The Israelites stood at the edge of the Jordan River, with the Promised Land in sight—Ymt
between them and their inheritance was a river at flood stage. God didn’t part the water
first. Instead, He told the priests to step in while the river was still rushing. It wasn’t until
their feet touched the water that God stopped the flow upstream. That's what faith in
action looks like: taking the step before the solution appears. God was teaching His people
to trust not in what they could see, but in the One who had led them every step of the way.

Hebrews 11:6 reminds us that without faith, it is impossible to please God. Faith means
moving forward when the outcome is still unknown. It means trusting that God is already
working, even when we don’t see it yet. When we obey, even in the waiting or the
uncertainty, we make space for God to show up in powerful ways. Obedience doesn’t earn
His love—but it does position us to experience His presence, provision, and power.

Proverbs 3:5-6 calls us to trust in the Lord with all our heart and lean not on our own
understanding. That's hard when the water is deep and the way seems unclear. But the
same God who parted the Jordan for Joshua is the God who leads you today. He’s not
asking for perfect understanding—He’s asking for surrendered trust. When we take that
first step into the unknown, we're not walking alone. We're stepping into the river with the
presence of God going before us.

Scripture Readings

e Joshua 3:6-17
e Hebrews 11:6
e Proverbs 3:5-6

Reflection Questions

What fears or “floodwaters” are making it difficult for you to take the next step?
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Lesson 4: Remembering What God Has Done @

After the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, God told them to take twelve stones from the
riverbed and set them up as a memorial. Each stone represented a tribe, a story, a step of
faith. Those stones were more than a monument—they were a visible reminder of God’s
power and provision. When future generations asked, “What do these stones mean?” they
would point back to the moment God made a way. Remembering was not just for looking
back—it was for giving courage to keep moving forward.

Psalm 77 reveals a heart that was overwhelmed and searching for hope. But the psalmist
found peace by shifting his focus. “I will remember the deeds of the Lord... I will meditate
on all your works.” When we pause to reflect on the faithfulness of God in our past, our
perspective begins to change. The mountain ahead feels smaller when we remember the
ones God has already helped us climb. When we look back and see how He has led, healed,
provided, or protected—we are reminded that He has not changed.

Lamentations declares that God's mercies are new every morning and His faithfulness is
great. That's not poetic fluff—it's soul-deep truth. When the journey feels long or the
unknown feels overwhelming, remembering what God has already done gives us the
strength to keep going. Your own life holds "stones of remembrance" —moments where
God showed up. Don’t forget them. Write them down. Share them. Revisit them. Because
when we remember His faithfulness, we rediscover the courage to keep trusting Him
today. . .
Scripture Readings

e Joshua 4:1-9

e Psalm 77:11-14

o Lamentations 3:21-23

Reflection Questions
What are some of the “stones of remembrance” in your own story—times when God

clearly showed up?

How can intentionally remembering God’s faithfulness change the way you face your
current challenges?

.....................................................................................................................................................................
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Lesson 5: Victory Through Obedience—God’s Way, Not Ours w

Imagine being a soldier in Joshua’s army, standing before the fortified walls of Jericho and
hearing the plan: “We’re going to march in silence for six days. On the seventh, we’ll shout
and the walls will fall.” No battering rams. No sneak attacks. Just walking, waiting, and
worshiping. It made no sense—yet it was God's strategy. And when the people obeyed, the
walls fell. Victory didn’t come through military might. It came through radical obedience
to a God who fights His battles His way.

Isaiah 55 reminds us that God's thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways are higher
than ours. Sometimes God asks us to do things that seem slow, quiet, or even foolish from
the world's perspective. But His methods are always purposeful. He doesn’t just want the
result—He wants our hearts. Obedience trains our trust. When we follow His lead rather
than our own logic, we learn to depend on Him more deeply and recognize His power at
work.

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians that though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the
world does. Our weapons are not physical—they are spiritual. Trusting God's way often
looks like humility instead of hustle, prayer instead of pressure, stillness instead of striving.
Jericho's story reminds us that when we follow God's voice, even when it doesn’t make
sense, we experience His victory in ways we could never manufacture ourselves. The battle
belongs to the Lord—and so does the strategy.

Scripture Readings

e Joshua 6:1-20
e Isaiah 55:8-9
e 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Reflection Questions
Have you ever experienced a time when God’s way didn’t make sense—but it led to

breakthrough?

What “wall” in your life are you currently facing, and how might God be inviting you to
trust Him differently?
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