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~ —weall comeas sn}ners in need of mercy, and we all leave as redeemed chlldren
 ofGod.Ina World quick to lelde, the gospel calls us back to love, humlhty, and
a focus on what truly matters. Jesus. |

‘ Tlns ‘study wﬂl walk through key themes in Paul’s letter, offering practical and
‘Splrlt-led wisdom for navigating division in our own lives—whether in family,
frlendshlps, churches, or communities. As we journey through 1 Corinthians,
may we learn not only to see each other through Christ’s eyes but also to love

each other that way. And in doing so, may the world see Him more elearly in us.
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§Z‘r Lesson 1: Loving Difficult People—Extending Grace When It's Hard

Unity in the Midst of Division

The church in Corinth struggled with factions—some followed Paul, others Apollos, others Peter, and some
claimed Christ alone. These divisions were tearing the church apart, and Paul’s plea was simple but
profound: “That you all speak the same thing... and that there be no divisions among you.” (1 Corinthians
1:10). Paul wasn't calling for uniformity—where everyone looks, thinks, or acts exactly the same. He was
calling for unity in Christ, a unity that transcends personal preferences and keeps the focus on the gospel

rather than human leaders or opinions.

The Ground We Share in Christ

Ephesians 4 echoes this call to unity by reminding us of the “one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.” Our common ground isn’t found in background, culture, or
preference—it's found in Christ alone. We can disagree on secondary things, but we must agree on the
essentials: who Jesus is, what He has done, and what He calls us to. Unity isn’t something we create—it’s
something we protect. God has already united us through Christ; our role is to guard that unity with
humility and love.

A Prayer for Oneness

In John 17, Jesus prayed for all believers: “That they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me and I am
in You.” This isn’t just a nice idea; it's the very heartbeat of the gospel. When we live in unity, we reflect
God’s own nature and show the world a glimpse of His love. Unity doesn’t erase differences—it transforms
them into a beautiful picture of God’s diverse family. When we keep Christ at the center, our differences no

longer divide us—they display His glory.

Scripture References

e 1 Corinthians 1:10-13
e Ephesians 4:1-6
¢ John 17:20-23

Reflection Questions

What does unity in Christ mean to you personally—not uniformity, but true oneness?



§Z‘r Lesson 2: The Wisdom of the Cross—God’s Power in Humility

A Message the World Finds Foolish

Paul writes that the message of the cross is “foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved, it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). The Corinthians were drawn to eloquence, status, and
human wisdom—but Paul reminded them that God’s wisdom looks radically different. The cross—the
ultimate display of humility and sacrifice—turned worldly values upside down. The very thing the world
mocked became the very thing that saved it. At the cross, pride is silenced, boasting is stripped away, and
we all stand on equal ground in need of grace.

The Humility That Unites Us

Philippians 2 paints a beautiful picture of Christ's humility: though He was God, He emptied Himself and
became a servant, obedient even to death on a cross. If Jesus humbled Himself to serve and save us, how can
we cling to pride, comparison, or division? True unity flows from humility—the willingness to lay down
personal agendas, admit our need for grace, and see others through Christ’s eyes. Pride divides, but
humility draws us together.

Boasting in the Cross Alone

Galatians 6:14 says, “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” When the cross is our
boast, everything changes. We stop measuring worth by worldly standards and start celebrating what Jesus
has done for us all. The cross reminds us that no one is too good to need grace and no one is too broken to
receive it. Unity begins when we stop elevating ourselves and start exalting Christ.

Scripture References

e 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
e Philippians 2:1-8
e Galatians 6:14

Reflection Questions

How does the message of the cross challenge the values of our culture today?



s r Lesson 3: Growing Together—Maturity in the Midst of Messiness

When Immaturity Causes Division

Paul confronted the Corinthian church for their spiritual immaturity. He described them as infants in
Christ, still needing milk instead of solid food (1 Corinthians 3:1-2). Their jealousy, quarreling, and
divisions were evidence they hadn’t grown beyond worldly ways. Immaturity doesn’t just hinder personal
growth—it fractures relationships. When we cling to preferences, insist on our way, or fail to see the bigger
picture, unity suffers. Spiritual maturity doesn’t come overnight—it comes through daily surrender to God’s
Word and His Spirit.

Growing Deeper, Together

Hebrews 5 reminds us that growth involves moving from basic truths to deeper understanding and
obedience. It's not about knowing more facts—it's about letting truth transform us. Paul encouraged the
Corinthians to see themselves as God’s field, God’s building, and God’s co-workers. We grow best when we
grow together—encouraging one another, speaking truth in love, and giving grace as we all learn. Unity
flourishes in communities where growth is celebrated and patience is practiced.

Walking Worthy of the Call

Colossians 1 paints a picture of what maturity looks like: living lives worthy of the Lord, bearing fruit in
every good work, and growing in the knowledge of God. That's the goal—not perfection, but progress.
Maturity helps us navigate disagreements with humility and handle challenges with hope. When we
commit to growing in Christ, we naturally strengthen our unity with one another. A church maturing in

love and truth becomes a powerful witness to the world.

Scripture References

¢ 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
e Hebrews 5:12-14
e Colossians 1:9-10

Reflection Questions

In what areas of your faith do you sense God inviting you to grow deeper?



§§r Lesson 4: The Body of Christ—Every Member Matters

One Body, Many Parts

Paul uses the image of a body to describe the church—a vivid picture of unity in diversity. In 1 Corinthians
12, he reminds us that though we are many members, we form one body in Christ. Each part has a purpose,
and each is essential. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you,” nor can the head say to the feet, “I
don’t need you.” Unity doesn’t erase differences—it celebrates them. God intentionally designed His church
to function through unique gifts working together in love.

Different by Design

Romans 12 echoes this truth: we are one body with many members, and each belongs to the other. The
gifts God has given—whether teaching, serving, encouraging, leading, or showing mercy—aren’t for self-
promotion, but for the good of all. Unity comes when we honor each other’s roles rather than compete with
them. When one rejoices, we all rejoice; when one suffers, we all suffer. That's the beauty of belonging to
Christ's body—we are connected in Him.

Growing Together in Love

Ephesians 4 adds that the body grows and builds itself up in love as each part does its work. Unity is
strengthened when we each do our part—no comparison, no pride, just faithfulness. We need one another’s
perspectives, encouragement, and gifts to thrive. When every member is valued and engaged, the church
reflects Christ more clearly to the world.

Scripture References

¢ 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
e Hebrews 5:12-14
e Colossians 1:9-10

Reflection Questions

What gift or role has God given you to serve the body of Christ?



@? Lesson 5: Love Above All—The Greatest Command in Action

The Greatest of These is Love

In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul paints a vivid picture of love—not as a feeling, but as action. He says we could
have all the gifts, knowledge, and faith in the world, but without love, it amounts to nothing. Love is patient
and kind. It is not envious, boastful, or proud. It protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. Love is the glue that
holds the church together, the evidence of spiritual maturity, and the clearest reflection of Christ to the
world.

Love as Our Mark of Discipleship

In John 13, Jesus gives His followers a new command: “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another.” He goes on to say that this love will prove to the world that we are His disciples. Our love
for each other is not optional; it’s our testimony. When we love sacrificially, we show the world what God’s
kingdom looks like.

Love Above All

Colossians 3 tells us to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience—but
above all, to put on love, which binds everything together in perfect unity. Love is the highest calling, the
greatest motivator, and the surest path to peace. When love leads, unity follows. Every word we speak,
every act of service, and every choice we make can either build unity or break it—love is what makes the
difference.

Scripture References

e 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
e John 13:34-35
e Colossians 3:14

Reflection Questions

How does Paul’s description of love challenge your view of what it means to love others?



§Z‘r Lesson 6: Freedom and Responsibility—Living for the Good of Others

Freedom with Purpose

Paul reminds the Corinthians that while “everything is permissible,” not everything is beneficial (1
Corinthians 10:23). Christian freedom is not about doing whatever we want—it's about choosing what
honors God and helps others. In Christ, we are free from the weight of the law and from sin’s grip. But that
freedom isn’t meant for selfish gain. Freedom is a gift to be stewarded, not exploited. It calls us to live in a
way that builds up rather than tears down.

Serving Through Love

Galatians 5 tells us, “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” True freedom is not independence from others,
but the ability to love without fear or demand. It’s choosing to consider others’ needs and consciences, even
when it costs us something. Unity flourishes when we put others first and seek their good over our own
comfort.

Looking Beyond Ourselves

Philippians 2 calls us to do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but to value others above ourselves.
This doesn’t mean ignoring our needs, but it does mean asking, “How will my choices affect those around
me?” When we live with this mindset, everyday decisions become opportunities to reflect Christ’s humility
and sacrificial love. Freedom finds its highest expression when it is used to lift others up.

Scripture References

¢ 1 Corinthians 10:23-33
e Galatians 5:13-14
e Philippians 2:3-4

Reflection Questions

How do you typically view your Christian freedom—as something personal or something to be shared in
love?



@? Lesson 7: Standing Firm in the Gospel—Hope That Unites Us

The Gospel That Holds Us Together

Paul closes his letter to the Corinthians by returning to what matters most: the gospel. He reminds them
that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). This
message was not just the foundation of their faith—it was the glue for their unity. When we keep the gospel
at the center, divisions fade and priorities shift. The cross and the empty tomb unite us in what we believe,

why we serve, and where our hope rests.

Victory Over Death and Fear

Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 15:55, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”
Through Jesus’ resurrection, death has been defeated and hope has been secured. This victory frees us from
fear and empowers us to stand firm when life feels uncertain. It reminds us that what unites us as believers
is far stronger than anything that tries to divide us. Our shared hope in eternity gives us courage to
persevere and love one another deeply today.

Unshakable Love That Never Fails

Romans 8 assures us that nothing—neither death nor life, angels nor demons, the present nor the future—
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. This promise anchors our unity. We are bound
together not by perfection or agreement on everything, but by God’s unchanging love. Standing firm in this
hope, we can serve, forgive, and love with confidence, knowing the victory has already been won.

Scripture References

e 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
e 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
e Romans 8:38-39

Reflection Questions
How does focusing on the gospel help bring unity when disagreements arise?
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