Bible Study

?5%’

Acts:

Empowered to Make a Difference




The book of Acts isn’t just a history lesson—it’s a call to action.

It's the story of how a handful of ordinary people, filled with the power of the Holy
Spirit, turned the world upside down with the message of Jesus. These men and
women weren't perfect. They doubted. They struggled. They faced persecution,
opposition, and even death. Yet, they stepped forward with courage because they
believed the resurrection changed everything. The same Spirit that empowered

them now lives in us—and we’ve been invited into the same mission.

In a world that often feels chaotic, divided, or indifferent to the things of God, the
message of Acts brings fresh hope. It reminds us that God still moves through His
people today. The Holy Spirit still empowers. The Gospel still saves. And the Church
—flawed as it may be—is still God’s chosen vessel for making His love known. You
don’t need a title or platform to make a difference. All you need is a willing heart and
a dependence on the One who sends you.

This study is about rediscovering what it means to live with purpose and power. It’s
about being reminded that you were not saved just to be safe—you were saved to be
sent. Whether you're in a season of waiting, in the middle of transition, or feeling
unsure of your influence, God wants to use you. As we journey through Acts
together, may your heart be stirred with courage, vision, and a fresh awareness that
your life—empowered by the Spirit—can truly make a difference.
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%o) Lesson 1: Power from On High—Receiving the Holy Spirit

Waiting with Purpose

Before the miracles, sermons, and missionary journeys, there was waiting. After Jesus’
resurrection, He told His disciples not to rush ahead—but to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of
the Father. In Acts 1:8, Jesus made it clear: you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and then you will be His witnesses. The key word here is “power.” The Greek word used is
dynamis, the same root for the word “dynamite.” It’s not about human effort or charisma. It’s
about God’s Spirit doing what only He can do through surrendered lives.

Filled for a Purpose

Acts 2 shows the fulfillment of that promise. The Holy Spirit came like a rushing wind and filled
the believers with boldness, unity, and supernatural gifts. They spoke in other languages,
proclaiming the wonders of God to a crowd of people from every nation. This wasn’t for show—it
was the beginning of the Church’s mission. The Spirit came not to stir emotion but to ignite a
movement. We are not called to live the Christian life in our own strength. The same Spirit that
raised Jesus from the dead lives in us, equipping us to step into our calling with courage.

Empowered to Witness

Jesus said the Spirit would make them His witnesses—not just in Jerusalem, but to the ends of the
earth. That's still our call today. John 14:26 reminds us that the Holy Spirit teaches us and
reminds us of everything Jesus said. He is our Helper, Advocate, and Strength. When we feel
unqualified, overwhelmed, or unsure of how to serve, we can lean into His presence. The power of
Acts isn’t reserved for the early Church—it’s the same Spirit working in our lives today. You have
been given power to make a difference, right where you are.



Scripture References

o Acts1:1-11
o Acts2:1-4
e John 14:26

Reflection Questions

What does it mean to you that the same Holy Spirit from Acts lives in you today?
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%D Lesson 2: Boldness in the Face of Opposition

Speaking When It’s Risky

Peter and John had just healed a man in Jesus’ name—and the religious leaders were furious. They
weren't upset by the miracle itself, but by the name it was done in: Jesus. In Acts 4, Peter stands
before the same people who had condemned Jesus to die. Yet instead of shrinking back, he speaks
with boldness. Not because he was fearless by nature, but because he was filled with the Holy
Spirit. He declares that salvation is found in no one else, and he refuses to be silenced. That's what
the Spirit does—He gives us courage beyond ourselves.

Obedience Over Approval

Later in Acts 5, the apostles are told again to stop teaching in Jesus’ name. Their response? “We
must obey God rather than men.” This isn’t defiance for the sake of rebellion—it’s conviction that
God’s truth must be shared, even if it’s unpopular. Their allegiance was not to safety or comfort,
but to Christ. They knew the risks, but they also knew who had called them. Faithfulness doesn’t
always lead to applause, but it always matters to God. When we know who we belong to, we can

walk with courage, no matter who’s watching.
Fear Doesn’t Get the Final Word

2 Timothy 1:7 reminds us that God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound
mind. Fear will always whisper reasons to stay quiet, to blend in, to wait for a more convenient
time. But the Spirit invites us to trust Him in the moment—to speak, to stand, and to shine. You
don’t need a platform to be bold. You just need to be willing. God will use your obedience in ways
you may never see, but the impact will ripple far beyond you.



Scripture References

o Acts 4:1-22
e Acts 5:27-29
e 2 Timothy 1:7

Reflection Questions

When have you felt nervous or afraid to speak the truth of God's Word?
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%o) Lesson 3: The Power of Unity in the Church

A Picture of Spirit-Filled Community

The early church wasn’t just a group of individuals—it was a Spirit-empowered family. Acts 2
gives us a glimpse of what it looked like: believers devoted to teaching, fellowship, meals, prayer,
and generosity. They didn’t just gather for worship—they shared life together. This unity wasn’t
forced or fake. It was the natural overflow of people transformed by grace. They had different
backgrounds, but one purpose: to glorify Jesus. And the result? The Lord added to their number
daily.

Unity with Purpose and Generosity

By Acts 4, we see this unity deepen. No one claimed ownership of their possessions. Needs were
met. People gave sacrificially, and the apostles testified powerfully about Jesus. This wasn’t
socialism or communal living—it was Spirit-led generosity rooted in love. The believers
understood something we often forget: when we walk in unity, the gospel shines brighter. Our love
for one another becomes a living testimony. The world doesn’t need more noise—it needs to see
what love in action really looks like.

An Answer to Jesus’ Prayer

In John 17, Jesus prayed that His followers would be one. Why? So the world would believe. Unity
isn’t just a nice bonus—it’s a witness. It shows the world what God is like. Division, gossip, and
isolation dim the light of the church. But when we choose forgiveness over offense, service over
status, and community over comfort, we reflect the heart of Christ. Unity doesn’t mean we agree
on everything—it means we agree on who we belong to and what we’re here for.



Scripture References

o Acts 2:42-47
e Acts 4:32-35
e John 17:20-23

Reflection Questions

What does genuine unity in the church look like to you?
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%o) Lesson 4: Boldness in the Face of Opposition

Courage That Confounds the Powerful

In Acts 4, Peter and John were brought before the religious leaders after healing a man in Jesus’
name. These were the same leaders who had condemned Jesus, so this wasn’t a light situation. Yet
Peter, once timid and fearful, now stood up with boldness and declared that salvation is found in
no one else but Jesus. This courage wasn’t from within—it was the power of the Holy Spirit filling
them with words and strength beyond themselves. Boldness is not about being loud. It's about
being obedient when fear says stay silent.

Obedience Over Approval

The apostles faced a choice in Acts 5: obey God or submit to man. Their response was simple: “We
must obey God rather than men.” That kind of conviction doesn’t come from comfort—it’s forged
in the fire of surrender. They knew they might suffer. But they also knew Jesus was worth it. This
same boldness is available to us when we lean on the Spirit. The early church didn’t pray for
protection. They prayed for boldness to keep speaking truth, no matter the cost.

Spirit of Power, Not Fear

Paul reminds Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7 that God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear, but of power,
love, and self-control. Fear will try to muzzle your faith. Culture may pressure you to stay quiet.
But the Spirit within you gives you everything you need to stand firm with humility and courage.
You don’t have to be fearless—you just have to be faithful. Boldness isn’t about making a scene. It’s

about making Jesus seen in how we live, speak, and love.



Scripture References

o Acts 4:5-20
e Acts 5:27-32
e 2 Timothy 1:7

Reflection Questions

When have you felt pressure to stay quiet about your faith?
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%D Lesson 5: A Unified Church with Open Hands

A Community of Devotion and Joy

From the very beginning, the early church looked different. Acts 2 describes a group of believers
who devoted themselves to teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and prayer. They didn’t just
gather once a week—they lived life together, worshiped together, and cared for one another deeply.
This wasn’t manufactured; it was the natural result of people filled with the Spirit. Joy was
overflowing. Needs were met. And the watching world took notice. The Spirit didn’t just spark

power for miracles—it created a new kind of community.
Living Open-Handed and Others-Focused

Acts 4 gives us another glimpse into this beautiful unity. The believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed possessions as their own, and there were no needy people among them. This
was radical generosity, not out of obligation, but out of love. When the Spirit moves in us, we shift
from self-preservation to self-giving. Our time, our resources, and our lives become tools in God’s
hands to build others up. And the result? A testimony that words alone can’t offer.

Love That Proves Discipleship

Jesus made it clear in John 13 that love is the evidence of discipleship. He said the world would
recognize His followers by how they love one another. Not by perfect theology. Not by loud
preaching. By love. The kind that gives. The kind that stays. The kind that opens doors and shares
burdens. In a divided and self-focused world, the church has the chance to shine with a different
kind of light—the light of Spirit-led unity and compassion.



Scripture References

o Acts 2:42-47
e Acts 4:32-35
e John 13:34-35

Reflection Questions

How is your life reflecting the generous and unified spirit of the early church?

.................................................................................................................................................................
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................



@»
%o) Lesson 6: Boldness in the Face of Opposition

Unshaken by Intimidation

When Peter and John were arrested for healing and preaching in Jesus’ name, they didn’t back
down. These were the same men who had once run in fear. But now, filled with the Holy Spirit,
they stood before religious leaders and boldly proclaimed, “We cannot help speaking about what
we have seen and heard.” The difference wasn’t in their personalities. It was the power of the
Spirit. God gave them courage not just to believe—but to speak truth in the face of opposition.

Obedience Over Approval

In Acts 5, when the apostles were arrested again and commanded to stop preaching, their response
was simple but profound: “We must obey God rather than men.” This is the heartbeat of Spirit-
empowered courage. It doesn’t seek the path of least resistance. It seeks the path of obedience.
Their boldness didn’t come from arrogance—it came from clarity. They knew Who had called
them. They knew what mattered most. And they trusted God with the results, even if it meant
suffering.

Power That Comes from Within

Paul later reminds Timothy that God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a
sound mind. The same Spirit who filled Peter and John lives in every believer today. You may
never stand trial for your faith, but there will be moments when standing for truth costs you
something—popularity, comfort, or approval. In those moments, remember: boldness is not about
being loud. It’s about being faithful. The Holy Spirit gives you what you need, right when you need
it.



Scripture References

o Acts 4:1-20
e Acts 5:27-29
e 2 Timothy 1:7

Reflection Questions

Where do you feel pressure to stay silent about your faith?
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%D Lesson 7: Living Sent—Carrying the Gospel to the World

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Mission

In Acts 13, we see the early church worshipping, fasting, and listening to the Holy Spirit. It was in
that atmosphere of surrender that God spoke: “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which T have called them.” The church responded by laying hands on them and sending them out.
This moment marks a powerful truth—God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things when
they are willing to be sent. Every believer has a role in God’s mission, whether across the globe or
across the street.

Faithfulness to the Finish Line

By the time we reach the final chapter of Acts, Paul is imprisoned in Rome, yet still preaching
boldly and without hindrance. The book ends not with a conclusion, but with an open door—
because the mission continues through us. Paul’s life reminds us that faithfulness is not about
comfort, applause, or convenience. It’s about living sent, wherever God places us. Whether you are
leading a ministry, raising children, working a job, or walking through hardship—God can use
your life to shine the light of Jesus.

Go and Make Disciples

The Great Commission in Matthew 28 wasn’t just for the original disciples—it is for every one of
us. Jesus gave the command to “Go and make disciples of all nations” with the promise that He
would be with us always. You don’t need a platform or a passport to live on mission. You need a
willing heart. When you live with purpose, empowered by the Holy Spirit, your everyday life

becomes a vessel for eternal impact.



Scripture References

e Acts13:1-5
e Acts 28:30-31
e Matthew 28:18-20

Reflection Questions

What does “living sent” look like in your current season of life?
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Final Thoughts: A Life That Leaves a Legacy

The book of Acts is not just a record of what happened long ago—it is a blueprint
for what is still possible when ordinary people are empowered by an
extraordinary God. From the upper room in Jerusalem to the prison cells in
Rome, we watched as men and women who once hid in fear became bold,
courageous witnesses for Christ. The difference was not their talent, status, or
strength. It was the power of the Holy Spirit and their unwavering willingness
to say yes to God.

This same Spirit lives in us today. The mission didn’t end in Acts 28—it
continues through every believer who chooses to live surrendered, obedient,
and available. You don’t have to preach to crowds or travel to distant nations to
make a difference. Every act of love, every moment of courage, every step of
obedience matters in the kingdom of God. When we walk in step with the

Spirit, our ordinary lives become extraordinary tools in God’s hands.

So let the fire that fueled the early church ignite something fresh in you today.
Let their boldness stir your heart to pray with more passion, love with more
purpose, and step out with more courage. You were never meant to simply
observe the book of Acts—you were created to live it. As you move forward,
may your life echo the heartbeat of heaven: empowered by the Spirit, sent with
purpose, and anchored in unshakable hope.

The world is waiting—and the time is now. Live empowered. Live sent.
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